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Natal Mineral and Gem Society 50 years young 

This year marks not only the 50
th
 birthday of FOSAGAMS but as well as that 

of the Natal Mineral and Gem Society. 

Congratulations to the Natal Mineral and Gem Society! 

FOSAGAMS and its associated clubs are proud of their achievement and 

wish them continued success with their activities  and we wish them another 

fruitful 50 years!   
Frank in front of their workshop 

Photographer: Rob Morgan The club will be celebrating their 50
th
 birthday at Top Rock in Ashburton on 

Saturday Dec 10 2016. Everybody is welcome to join. Contact the club at 
natalmineralandgemsociety@gmail.com   You can also contact the chairman Frank Farquharson at 
frankfar@telkomsa.net  / 083 822 7018. 
 
Mineral Fair 

Congratulations to Thandi Rhode-Taylor and Sharon Flax Waddington for a creative fair event well organized 

at the new event. Being a first time for Thandi and a second for Sharon both ladies did exceptionally well! 

Thirty dealers together with Pretoria Gem and Mineral Club (PGMC) exhibited at the fair. Dealers sold 

minerals, facetted stones, polishing material, jewellery and books amongst others. Rainer Jäckle sold his oil 

paintings of minerals. PGMC focused on the outings they had this year. 
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            Photographer: Linda Stone 
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From early on dealers were kept busy by mineral enthusiasts. The fair was held at the Riverside Farm 

market where people could browse and view different mineral exhibits. The visitors were joyously excited 

and impressed by the lovely displays. 

Kabure Mupini came all the way from the Congo to sell his malachite and spheres. Alex and Ana Marcu from 

Durban also exhibited. 

It was nice to see Lionel Swanson, the son of George Swanson at the fair selling the famous blue lace 

agates from the Northern Cape. He and his friend, Gregory Winn has taken over George’s business and is  

now operating under “Blue Lace Agate co”. They travelled al the way from Springbok to join the fair. 

         

         Lionel Swanson & Gregory Winn         Jimmy Crabb with fluoride from           Fransa Cole selling biltong carvers 

                  Riemvasmaak                      Photographer: Linda Stone 

The country atmosphere at the new venue also contributed to the success of the fair. Good quality articles, 

food and beverages were available for the rockhounds. The local dealers sincerely appreciated the support. 

We are eagerly awaiting next year’s fair as the prospects are promising!  

 
Book release “ Microminerals of the Bushveld Complex, South Africa” written by Maria T. Atanasova, 

Bruce Cairncross and Wolfgang R. Windisch 

 “Somebody once said ‘ If they are so small that you can only see them under 

magnification, why bother to study them?’ The objective of this publication is to 

answer this question by showing that the world of microscopic minerals is manifest 

with beauty, intrigue (it is not always easy to identify tiny crystals!) and good 

aesthetic and scientific reasons why microscopic minerals are collected worldwide 

and why there is a need to document them. 

Apart from the aesthetic value of this book and its mineral photographs, there are 

important scientific and mineralogical aspects as well. Some of the microminerals  

shown here are identified for the first time in South Africa. The chemical composition 

of some of the minerals is also important as it reflects the geochemical history and 

evolution of the deposit where crystals were found. 
         Photo: Supplied   

The book briefly explains the most important aspects of micromineral collecting and presents thorough 

documentation and identification of mineral species from one of the most representative micromineral 

collections from the bushveld Complex. One of the important contributions of this work is that 35 minerals not 

previously reported in South Africa have now been identified and featured here.”  

The excerpt was taken from the preface of  “ Microminerals of the Bushveld Complex, South Africa” 

written by Maria T. Atanasova, Bruce Cairncross and Wolfgang R. Windisch 

There are two ways of obtaining this book: 



1. Books can be ordered direct from Bruce Cairncross for R850,00. These books cannot be posted and 

must be collected. Prepaid orders only, no COD. Payment to be made via EFT. Contact Bruce for 

details at brucec@uj.ac.za .  

or 

2. If you require the book to be posted / shipped, then it must be ordered from the publisher at the 

normal price of R1000,00 plus postage. Contact Thelma Swart at thelmas@geoscience.org.za  / 012 

841 1017 (tel).  

New book release 

The Council for Geoscience  recently published their latest Memoir called “Evidence of former land surfaces 

on the emergent shelf of Mossel Bay, South Africa” written by H.C. Cawthra.  Memoir 100 can be ordered 

from Thelma Swart at thelmas@geoscience.org.za  /  012 841 1017 (tel). The selling price of this Memoir is 

R930,00 excluding postage. 

Mineral Exchange with the Mineralogical Society of Arizona 

Jeff Craig is a field trip leader for the Mineralogical Society of Arizona. He wants to know if anyone would be 

interested in starting a mineral exchange with his club and its members. It would be a great way for members 

to collect specimens from areas they are unable to travel to. They are hoping to have members bring in good 

specimens from Arizona which they will mail to you. All minerals will be labeled. 

Please find their newsletter attached. The MSA is a non-profit organization founded in 1935 by Arthur l. 

Flagg. 

Jeff and his club can be contacted at airworksaz@gmail.com  

Goldsmith bench and tools for sale 

     

                              Photographer: Doug du Toit 

Doug du Toit from Plettenberg is selling his father’s (the late Paul du Toit) equipment. 

Items/equipment being sold: 

1. A complete faceting setup, with an Ultratec machine, laps, dops, books and notes. 

2. A goldsmith workbench, complete with tools and books. 

3. Boxes of rough stones ready to facet. 

 

You can contact Doug at  dougdutoit@gmail.com  / 082 335 0789  

 

 

 

Art of rock balancing 

Michael Grab is an artist who has been “rock balancing” since 2008. Much of his recent work has been done 

around the Boulder, Colorado area. 

Grab explains that every rock is covered in a variety of tiny to large indentations that can act as a tripod for 

the rock to stand upright. 

It is amazing when taking into account that these examples photographed are configured without support 

other than the rocks themselves. 

mailto:brucec@uj.ac.za
mailto:thelmas@geoscience.org.za
mailto:thelmas@geoscience.org.za
mailto:airworksaz@gmail.com
mailto:dougdutoit@gmail.com


For further information on this remarkable side of the hobby, please visit www.gravityglue.com  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pretoria Gem and Mineral Club’s new newsletter email address 

Pretoria Gem and Mineral Club’s new newsletter email address is pgmcnewsletter@gmail.com  with 

immediate effect. 

Nelspruit Gem and Mineral Club on Facebook 

The club started a Facebook page. Have a look and join them if you can at Nelspruit Gem and Mineral Club. 

 

Wishes 

May you have a blessed Christmas season. FOSAGAMS wishes you joy, strength and wisdom for 2017. 

May all your goals and dreams come true. 

 

Regards 

 

Linda Stone 

President FOSAGAMS 
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