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                                             Newsletter 2/2014 

Gemboree 2014 

The following report was received from Malcolm Jackson, chairperson Cape Town Gem 

and Mineral Club: 

‘The logistics of putting together a Gemboree is becoming more and more a challenge. We 

first have to find a location which has minerals and we have to get permission from mine 

owners and or farmers, then we have to find accommodation within a reasonable distance 

from these mines  for about 60 people. With the cost of fuel we can no longer drive long 

distances from our accommodation to the sites, therefore we chose Klein Pella as our 

location this year. It has some wonderful Orange River Quartz as well as some cutting 

material. 

On the way to the Gemboree participants will pass a very interesting Quiver tree ‘forest’. 

Participants will be welcomed at Oasis where the registration will take place. Oasis was 

the old mining town, where Sillimanite, which is used in the ceramic industry and 

Corundum were mined. 

Klein Pella is not a town, but a farm, this resulted us having to use both camps in the area. 

We had to split the Gemboree to some small extent. We felt however that the area was 

well worth this small inconvenience. 

Pella (which originated as a mission station in the 1800’s) is situated a few kilometers from 

the Orange River (150km NE of Springbok). It has a Coloured community, many of whom 

make their living from mining a wide assortment of crystals from the nearby hills, 

mountains and also river banks. The area is collectively known as the Orange River area. 

Specimens include orangey-red hematite covered Quartz crystals clear crystals with green 

chlorite inclusions, orange red, black and amethyst phantoms, to mention a few. These 

mentioned specimens are becoming scarce. 

Klein Pella itself has a wonderful history and is well known, not only for the minerals in the 

area, but also for the dates it produces. The village of Klein Pella in the Northern Cape 

Province has one of the harshest climates in the country. Rain is scarce, with less than 10 

mm falling most months. Temperatures are hot in mid-summer, with highs averaging about 

38°. 



Aside from a handful of hardy annuals and shrubs, few plants manage to survive on their 

own. So it is not exactly the first place you would think to establish a settlement. Yet that is 

precisely what missionaries did in 1814 after being driven from Warmbad, a town to the 

north. Pella has a natural spring and is just a few kilometers from the Orange River, the 

longest river in South Africa. 

Today, water from the Orange River irrigates more than 87 hectares of Phoenix 

dactylifera(dates) the orchards, operated by Karsten, are home to about 14 000 trees.’ 

 Room accommodation is fully booked. For any other type of accommodation please 

contact  Malcolm Jackson at 073 1788 123. 

 FOSAGAMS NAMIBIAN TOUR 2014 

The following report was received by Malcolm Jackson, who will be leading the tour: 

‘The tour starts on Aug 8 in Windhoek and ends on Aug 27 in the Southern part of Namibia 

at  Rosh Pinah / Ai Ais. 

Nine sites will be visited with the main goal of the trip being the Kaokoveld copper 

deposits. I have visited this isolated area before and found it most rewarding, not only for 

the minerals but also for the tranquil rural setting. 

I would suggest that you read the Mineralogical Record vol 44 of September 2013 if you 

are considering going on the trip (see notes about this further down). This gives a very 

good insight into the Kaokoveld copper deposits.  

We have received wonderful response from the members who wish to join us on the trip. 

We have two spots available . The registration fee is R600,00 per person which is non 

refundable and will be filled on a first come first served basis.’ 

If you are attending the Gemboree Malcolm Jackson will be there to answer any questions.  

Malcolm can be contacted at vicepresident@fosagams.co.za / 073 1788 123  

SOUTHERN AFRICAN GEMS AND MINERALS 46/1 

Sharon Flax Waddington produced  again a most interesting  magazine. Many 

compliments were received for her previous issue. The latest magazine will be distributed 

shortly. We thank Sharon for all her hard work. 

FOSAGAMS WEBSITE 

All club newsletters should be send to me. These (except those clubs who already have 

websites)  will then be put on to the website. 

Pictures should be send to Janet Saad (janetsaad1@gmail.com ). She will then downsize 

the pictures. Please indicate on your email the following info:  Club’s name, heading, 

photographer’s name and surname eg. Pofadder Gem and Mineral Club, Outing to 

Springbok, Photo: Jannie Smit.  It will be nice if you can give each photo a wording or two. 
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ARTICLES FROM MAGAZINES 

1. Mineralogical Record vol 44 September 2013  

An article on Kaokoland appeared in the Mineralogical Record vol 44 of September  2013 

p485 onwards. This is a well written article with most impressive pictures. The sites 

mentioned in the article will be the sites members of the FOSAGAMS tour will be visiting. 

The following is mentioned in the article: ‘ The Kaokoveld copper district is currently an 

excellent source of fine minerals, particularly dioptase, wulfenite, malachite, the world’s 

best shattuchite, and other secondary copper and lead species. Ongoing exploration and 

mining activity in the area will likely continue to provide specimens for some time to come. 

Namibia has long been a major source of collector-quality mineral specimens, escpecially 

the secondary base minerals from famous localities like the Tsumeb, Kombat, and Otavi 

mines, and recently the Scorpion mine. Over the last two decades there has been a nearly 

continuous production of excellent dioptase and, more recently, cerussite, cuprite, 

malachite, shattuckite and wulfenite specimens from northwestern Namibia in the 

Kaokoveld district of the remote Kunene region. Associated minerals include rare 

secondary bismuth species such as bismuth-rich mottramite, beyerite and bismutite.’ 

After reading this article there is only one thing you should do: Get on your bicycle and join 

the FOSAGAMS tour!!  

2. Country Life March 2014 

On  January 18 2014 the Nelspruit Gem and Mineral Club had a geological outing to one 

of the latest geological tourism attractions in the Barberton area, namely the Barberton – 

Makhonjwa Geotrail. This 40km self-guided, self-drive route begins in Barberton and 

heads out on the R40 towards Josefsdal, south to Bulemba at the Swaziland border, and 

ends near the old, now-inactive Havelock asbestos mine. Along the way there are 11 

developed geosites. 

Country Life published an article on this Geotrail in their March 2014 issue. This is a well 

written article with photos. Try to get hold of this magazine. 

AGENDA  AGM 2014 

Attached is the agenda for the AGM to be held at Klein Pella on Friday April 18. 

CLUBS 

Southern African Gem and Mineral Club (PE) as well as Witwatersrand Gem and Mineral 

Clubboth acquired new chairmen, secretaries and newsletter editors (see attached 

copies). FOSAGAMS wishes them every success in their new positions. 

OPEN DAY AT ROB SMITH 



Rob Smith will be holding his annual Open Day on Germiston on Sunday June 29 at 

10:00.  Rob is clearing out all his redundantstock. Mineral dealers will also be selling their 

specimens.  An auction in aid of the Southern Gems and Minerals Magazine will also be 

held.  A braai lunch and boerewors rolls will be available for a small donation.  

For further information contact 076 6651 711  /  011 873 6303. 

Interesting programmes on DStv (Full package) 

There are some very good programmes on DStv on gemstones. Have a look at ‘Gem 

Hunter’ Travel Channel 179 on Wednesdays at 21:00 and ‘Game of Stones’ Mondays on 

Channel 121 at 21:00. 

35th  International Geological Congress 

Attached you will fing the first circular of this congress as well as a brochure inviting people 

to exhibit at this congress. 

THE LAST WORD! 

See all of you at the Gemboree!  Have a safe journey to Klein Pella and make the best of a 

wonderful (and adventurous!) Gemboree organised by the Cape Town Gem and Mineral 

Club. 

 

Regards 

Linda Stone 

President  FOSAGAMS 

 

 

 

 

 


