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GEMBOREE 2018 AT GROOT MARICO 
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FOSAGAMS wants to congratulate the Pretoria Gem and Mineral Club on thinking out of the box and being 

so adventurous in choosing this unique venue. We appreciate all the hard work that has gone into this 

special project. 

A full report on this Gemboree will be published in the SAGM. 
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GEMBOREE 2019 

Malcolm Jackson, Cape Town Gem and Mineral Club’s chairman, announced that they are looking at an 

area close to Kuruman for the next Gemboree. This Gemboree will be catering for the lapidarists as well as 

for the keen mineral collectors.  
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 MALCOLM JACKSON 

 We said goodbye to Malcolm Jackson, who indicated at last year’s 

AGM that he intends to resign this year. Malcolm served FOSAGAMS 

as vice  - president since 1998 and is known for his famous and most 

successful tours he conducted to Namibia. A sincere thanks and 

appreciation for Malcolm arranging these tours. He cares for each 

individual travelling with him and always secures that everything goes 

according to plan. He will however still carry on arranging tours for 

which we are immensely grateful to continue making use of Malcolm’s 

expertise. As a token of our appreciation for what Malcolm has done 

contributing to the hobby, we gave him a water cleaning gun. 
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Jannie Swart, from the Pretoria Gem and Mineral Club, was voted in as vice - president. 

JANNIE SWART 

 Jannie Swart was elected as vice president at the recent FOSAGAMS AGM held at Groot 
Marico. 

Jannie grew up in Lichtenburg and attended the local primary – and high school there. As a 
young child Jannie used to visit Wessel Wessels who was a keen collector of minerals for 
many decades.  

Photo: Janet Saad 

Wessel's interesting stories of adventures collecting each sample planted the seed in Jannie and he has 
pursued the hobby of collecting minerals ever since. 

His interest in the earth sciences led him to obtain a B.Sc. Honours degree in Geology at the University of 
the Free State. He showed his gratitude towards Wessel by inviting him and his wife, Louise, to his 
graduation ceremony. 

After graduating he started out as a geologist with SASOL Mining in Sasolburg's Sigma Mine situated south 
east of Parys. Here he was able to prove the influence of the Vredefort dome on the depositional 
environment of the coal and the associated hazards experienced by mining.  
 
Following this experience he decided to broaden his horizon within SASOL into the field of Rock engineering. 
He obtained a Strata Control Certificate in Coal and is presently busy with his Rock Engineering ticket. 
Currently he is stationed at Secunda. 

We wish him the best of success in his new venture. 

MARIETJIE VAN ZYL 

  

Marietjie van Zyl has been the secretary and treasurer for FOSAGAMS this past year. 

We want to thank her for the professional way in which she upheld and managed both 

posts. Marietjie’s secretarial post will be taken over by Sonja Smit. 
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SONJA SMIT 

 Sonja Smit’s appointment as secretary of FOSAGAMS was approved at 

the recent AGM. Sonja could not attend the Gemboree as she gave 

birth to a baby boy at the time. 

Sonja has more than eight years experience in designing, developing, 
implementing and managing training material. She facilitated / taught 
adult learning solutions regarding products, processes and computer 
systems as well as personal and career development courses. 
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She was previously permanently employed at FNB Private Wealth as a Specialist Instructional Designer and 
has in her words: “since traded the corporate world for love, family and fresh air”.  

At the moment Sonja and her husband are farming in the Bloemhof – Schweizer Reneke area. They are 
keen collectors of agates and love tumbling the material they pick up. 

Our best wishes accompany Sonja on her new venture as secretary. 

SAGM 

Cherylynn O’Brien once again did an excellent job in producing a superb magazine. The photos below are a 
true reflection of the standard and quality of work done by her. 
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The success of the SAGM has grown immensely during the past year with overseas subscribers interested in 
the magazine. 

 Cherylynn started a beginners’ corner, thus ensuring that all new members and all new potential entrants 
into the field of our hobby can get a beginners’ overview into different aspects. 

 The next issue will be available soon and you can look forward to the following articles: In search of the 
Ceylon sapphire, Field transportation of geologists from the early 1900’s, Lapidary Fundamentals (Gemstone 

faceting). 

@fosagams  

Do yourself a favour and page to @fosagams and view the twitters that has been sent to and from 
FOSAGAMS.  At the moment 482 twitters were posted by FOSAGAMS and has a number of  547 followers 
and 702 following @fosagams. 

 

 



 

 

 

FOSAGAMS WEBSITE 
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 We have contracted a new webmaster, Gilbert Martin, who is full of new innovative and creative ideas for 
the website. He also shared his thoughts and explained his ideas on Skype at the Gemboree as the 
delegates could interact and ask the necessary questions. 

We are looking forward to the launching of the new website. You will be notified beforehand on the date of 
the launching.  

VIVO OUTING 

This exciting outing to the Limpopo province will start on Wednesday June 27 and end on late afternoon on 

Saturday June 30. The following will be collected: Agates, copper related minerals, ruby corundum, garnets, 

green quartz, pyralspite, quartz, unakite. Dealers from Zimbabwe will be selling the following: Agates, 

alexandrite, emeralds, pink and red garnets, moonstone, ruby, blue and black sapphire, black and green 

tourmaline. For full particulars kindly contact either your club management or me at 

president@fosagams.co.za 

THE ALMAHATA SITTA  METEORITE 

The remains of a “missing planet” that was once part of our solar system were found in a meteorite which fell 

almost ten years ago in the Nubian desert in Sudan. This was announced in the “Nature Communications” 

journal and followed after further analysis was done on the Almahata Sitta meteorite. 
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The meteorite exploded after entering our atmosphere on October 7, 2008 and more than 600 pieces of it 

were recovered.  On analysing the meteorite with an electron microscope, experts discovered that  it 

contains microscopic diamonds and small crystals. It originated in the first ten million years of the solar 

system which is presently 4,5 milliard years old. It was formed under extremely high pressure (above 20 giga 

pascals) on a planet between the sizes of the moon and Mars. In the past different opinions were expressed 

on the possibility that there might be other planets in the solar system. The sizes of these planets may vary 
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between that of Mars and Mercury. Earth-like planets were formed through accretion by the processes of 

gravitation and collision. It is possible that the Almahata Sitta meteorite is from the remaining pieces of one 

of these planets. 

SOURCE: BEELD, WEDNESDAY APRIL 18, 2018 

WATER CLEANING GUN 

Paul Botha has high pressure water cleaning guns available at R 900,00 each. You can contact him at 

paul.botha@centrade.co.za  / 082 825 1197. 

 

Kind regards 

 

Linda Stone 

President FOSAGAMS 
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