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GEMBOREE 2019 UIS, NAMIBIA

Countdown to Gemboree – Mandy Freeman reports

                    Brandberg Rest Camp    Photo: Mandy Freeman

FOSAGAMS members from all over South Africa and Namibia, as well as overseas guests, will start arriving in Uis from the 
th th18  April.  The Traders Hall, which comprises a selection of Namibian-based tables will be open for sales on the 19 .  On 

Friday evening, we will officially open the Gemboree with an interesting talk by Geologist Gisela Hinder on the fascinating 

geology of the Brandberg and surrounding areas. Oryx steak has been a popular choice for the Gala Dinner on Saturday 

evening, and Sunday will see the participants involved in a Treasure Hunt as only Rock Hounds can do. 

The Brandberg area is renowned for its rich minerals and specimens.  The G-Team has arranged a selection of excursions 

including a visit to Goboboseb which is not only well known world-wide for its exceptional amethyst crystals, but also for 

some rarer minerals.  Text extracted from Namibia Minerals and Localities by Ludi von Bezing, has kindly been augmented 

to by Gerhard Louw and provided to us for distribution to the attendees – Thank you Gerhard!  In this, he highlights the fact 

that we should be on the look out for chabazite, ramshorn aragonite, stilbite, apophyllite in different crystal structures, Water 

clear double terminated apophyllite crystal on prehnite, barite, babingtonite, pumpellyite, tenorite, goethite, and the list goes 

on.  Other excursions include a visit to a flourite mine, discovering what the nearby tin mines that dominate the horizon 

around Uis has to reveal, and possible excursion further afield to the Erongo or Spitzkoppe area. 

If you are not already signed up to attend, what more can we do to convince you that you simply have to take leave, stow away, 

catch the bus, buy that discounted flight ticket to Windhoek or do whatever it takes to be there.

Registration forms and queries can be sent to  gemboree2019@gmail.com
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Brandberg Rest Camp is the HQ for the 2019 Gemboree that 

will be held this year in Uis, Namibia.  The Gemboree will be 

hosted by the Cape Town Gem and Mineral Club and the G-

Team (as they are known) are furiously working on an exciting 

line-up of excursions and events.  All activities for the 

Gemboree will be taking place at the Rest Camp, which is 

walking distance to the all accommodation.



 GEOLOGICAL AND MINERALOGICAL MUSEUMS

The time has come to present you with the second edition of the series on geological and mineralogical museums. So get 
ready to jot the next list of museums while you are travelling. It is truly stimulating and fun, something that the whole family can 
enjoy!

Danie le Roux Museum, Main Street, Bonnievale, (Houses a portion of the late Horst Windisch's mineral collection); 023 616 
3939

Florisbad Research Station, Florisbad, Soutpan, 40km NW of Bloemfontein; 051 447 9609;  

Fosfor Mine Museum, Koper Street, Phalaborwa; 015 789 2000;  

Geology Education Museum, Science 1 Building, Westville Campus, University of KwaZulu Natal; 031 260 2524;  

  

Geoscience Museum, Natural History Museum, 432 Paul Kruger Street, Pretoria; 012 358 3477; 

 

Grootfontein, Namibia, Hoba meteorite, 20km west of Grootfontein

Iziko SA Museum and Planetarium, 25 Queen Victoria Street, Company Gardens, Cape Town; 021 481 3800; 

 

Jagersfontein Open Mine Museum, From Bloemfontein take R706, then R704 and then travel 108km to Jagersfontein. Call 
to confirm +27(0)51 411 4300

Jasper House- Museum, 8th Street, Oranjemund, Namibia (Geological finds from the Sperrgebiet);  002 646 323 4786 

Kimberley Mine Museum, The Big Hole Complex, Tucker Street, Kimberley;  053 839 4600;  

direk@nasmus.co.za

ronnie@fosfor.co.za

gem@ukzn.ac.za

knzolo@geoscience.org.za

info@iziko.org.za

info@thebighole.co.za
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Hoba Meteorite

Info from:http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hoba_meteorite 
Hoba[1] (also known as Hoba West) (pron. "HOE-bah") is a 
meteorite that lies on the farm "Hoba West”.
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     KINDLY TAKE NOTE OF THE FOLLOWING REGULATIONS:

1. The use of liquor in a workshop:

The General Safety Regulations, promulgated by Government Notice No. R. 1031 

of 30 May 1986, are hereby amended by— 

“Intoxication” 

A.(1) Subject to the provisions of subregulation (3), an employer or a user, as the case may be, shall not permit any person who 

is or who appears to be under the influence of intoxicating liquor or drugs, to enter or remain at a workplace. 

(2) Subject to the provisions of subregulation (3), no person at a workplace shall be under the influence of or have in his or her 

possession or partake of or offer any other person intoxicating liquor or drugs. 

(3) An employer or a user, as the case may be, shall, in the case where a person is taking medicines, only allow such person to 

perform duties at the workplace if the side effects of such medicine do not constitute a threat to the health or safety of the 

person concerned or other persons at such workplace.

2. HEARING LOSS

OCCUPATIONAL HEALTH AND SAFETY ACT, 1993

DRAFT NOISE INDUCED HEARING LOSS REGULATIONS

Exposure to noise

Subject to regulations 9 and 10(1) no employer or self-employed person shall require or permit any person to enter any 

workplace under his / her control within which the person will be exposed to noise at or above the 85 dB(A) noise-rating 

limit.

Cornelia Voigt    
http:// www.kalaharitreasures.com/
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    NEPHRITE JADE

When the first White Settlers arrived on the West Coast of the South Island of New Zealand, they found that the Maoris were using a 

tough, hard and very beautiful green stone to make war weapons, cutting and carving tools and articles of personal adornment.

The Maori called the stone Pounamu, which liberally translated, means Green Stone. The Settlers, ignorant of the fact that the stone 

was in truth, Nephrite Jade, put the two words together and gave it the distinctive name – Greenstone and it is still known in New 

Zealand by this name.

Following the discovery of a large deposit of the stone in the mountains near Hokitika, a company was formed to process the jade into 

jewellery and other articles.

The mountais which contain the deposit are so rugged that the only means of getting the stone to the factory is by helicopter. Each 

year during the summer months men go to the deposit with diamond sawing equipment to break up the boulders of jade which range 

in size from stone weighing a few pounds up to monsters of ten tons or more.

The Maori (a poetical race) gave names and meanings to the many shades of green in the stone:

  Inanga (Whitebait): Very pale green.

 Totoweka: A very rare form of greenstone – streaked or spotted red.

 Kohuwai: Called after the greenish moss growth in a slow running stream.

 Kawa – Kawa: Similar to the leaves of the pepperwood tree.

 Kako – Tea: Dark green with black spots. 

Kahurangi (Garment of Heaven): Bright green with light streaks resembling rolling clouds.

It is interesting to note the similarities in chemical compositions between the Nephrite Jades of China and New Zealand:

          CHINA                               N.Z.

  Silica             57.28                57.1 

  Alumnia              0.68                                  0.72

  Lime                             12.39              13.48

  Iron – Protoxide 1.37                3.39

  Magnesia              25.91 23.92

  Water   2.55                          2.5

    Source: Westland Greenstone Limited

The Polar Pride boulder—called “the find of the 
millennium” by trade experts—was discovered in 
2000. The 18-ton boulder was split in half for carving. 
Courtesy of Jade West Group.
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See you all at Uis.

Kind regards
Linda Stone

President FOSAGAMS

President - Linda Stone    

Vice – President -  Jannie Swart  

Secretary – Sonja Smit   

Treasurer - Marietjie van Zyl

email:  president@fosagams.co.za   
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URGENT SALE

Derek Scotney, residing in Port Elizabeth, is selling all his equipment (machinery). 
        The following are for sale: 

A small trim saw, a bigger trim saw,  flat grinders / polishers  and a tumbler.

You can contact Derek at 079 397 3340 / 041 583 5654 (H) /  

                                                                                              Photo: Jill Cawse 

pearlscotney@gmail.com
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