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Gemboree 2015 

A hearty thanks to Pietermaritzburg Gem and Mineral Club together with the Natal Mineral and Gem Society 

who did an excellent job in organizing and managing the 2015 Gemboree. It was truly an exciting fun-filled 

event with great accommodation, and they made us feel welcome right from the start. 
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Gathering and collecting the material was very interesting. At the end all the struggle, patience and hard 

work was worth it. The end result was absolutely fantastic! 

We collected beautiful amethyst and paid a visit to the beta-Quartz site commonly known as the ‘spinning 

top’ site which led to a lot of speculation on how these interesting quartz crystals came about. Black agates 

(the first time ever) were also collected.Siegfried Weinert forwarded me an article he has written on the 

‘spinning top’ quartz crystals. This will be published in the SAGM.  
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Later we collected Zululand agates which are absolutely beautiful and of a high quality.  

We participated in other exciting well-organized activities such as the FOSAGAMS AGM, a tombola and an 

auction. 

http://www.fosagams.co.za/


Val Spearman , the Gemboree secretary kindly sent me a checklist which can be of great value when your 

club organizes a Gemboree. See attachment. 

Pietermaritzburg Club contributed R8796,72 towards FOSAGAMS for which we are very thankful. 

Gemboree 2016 

Get ready for next year’s 50
th
 anniversary of FOSAGAMS! It is going to be a thrilling, pocket filled Gemboree 

held at Prieska. FOSAGAMS will be hosting this event. More information will be given in the FOSAGAMS 

Gemboree Communiques. 

A report on next year’s Gemboree appeared in the ‘Noordwester en Oewernuus’, the local newspaper in 

Prieska. See attachment. 

FOSAGAMS Tour 2016 

Part of the 50
th
 birthday celebrations of FOSAGAMS will be another tour to Namibia and the southern parts 

of Zambia. It will be a first travelling to this part of Africa and Malcolm Jackson will be leading the tour. 

August will be best time for undertaking this tour to these specific areas, so please make the prior necessary 

arrangements regards your leave. 

Dave de Villiers  - Treasurer SAGM 

Dave de Villiers, the present treasurer for FOSAGAMS volunteered to serve as SAGM treasurer. Ray Biram 

recently resigned due to ill health. Any financial invoices or other financial matters should be directed to 

treasurer@fosagams.co.za  

SAGM  March  2015 

The latest SAGM is already distributed to the various clubs. Sharon Flax Waddington once again did a 

splendid job regarding the magazine. Please support the magazine and send any articles of interest to her at 

editor@fosagams.co.za 

Prof Christo Raubenheimer - New consulting editor SAGM 

Christo volunteered to serve as the consulting editor of SAGM. A post 

previously held by Bruce Cairncross. Christo sent the following CV: 

‘I obtained my first specimen of my mineral collection from a friend in 1959! I 

exchanged some postage stamps for a beautiful transparent quartz crystal 

with a wonderful phantom inside. I always wondered how and why this 

phantom got inside this perfectly formed, water clear crystal. I obtained my  

PhD in Physics in 1972 and became a professor at the local university a 

decade later. I did research on astrophysics, studying processes of star formation – that wonderful, 

sometimes unbelievable things which is ongoing around us all the time. BUT these objects were 

unobtainable and I could not collect them. At the same time I taught post-graduate Solid State Physics, for 

which you do need a good mind, trying to understand 3D crystal structures. As my students always battle to 

understand those, I decided to obtain some mineral specimens from the Geological Department to explain in 

various ways in which these objects are formed into 11 known crystal systems. 

Travelling to conferences around the world to present the results of my research, I always attend outings to 

special places- and brought back mementoes of these trips. Most of the time it was crystals / minerals from 

those localities (e.g. the fossils of the American Badlands and the wonderful zeolites of India).  

I really started to collect in earnest after joining the annual geological tour of the local university. It was 1990, 

and we covered the whole Northern Cape. Through regular visits afterwards to Kuruman and the famous 
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dealer Katrien Woest who became a personal friend, I was introduced to the active community of collectors 

all over the country. The ‘streepsak’ full of an old Kuruman collection finally did the trick to make me an 

earnest collector!! I regularly go on trips to self-collect specimens.  

I joined the Pretoria Gem and Mineral Club in 1993 and soon after the SA Micromount Society. The Windisch 

brothers and local dealers like Stoffel Mcloud helped me to extend my collection. The wonderful minerals 

from Tsumeb (and the rest of Namibia, especially Erongo) as well as the Kuruman beauties, drove me to 

extend my knowledge of minerals. Louwrens Tiedt from the local Electron Microscope Department joined me 

in identifying many unknown specimens. We used the fantastic technique of EDX (ElectronDispersive X-ray 

fluorescence) to identify and study those. Furthermore, through self-study of the wealth of textbooks on 

mineralogy as well as the internet, I turned my hobby into a private scientific endeavour. 

Through all of this I became an amateur Mineralogist who enjoy the study of unknown minerals in my 

collection. I regularly write popular scientific articles, and attend Gemborees and meetings on minerals.’ 

Gemstone Industry – Article in the Mining Weekly 

I received a newsletter from Ilan Solomon (Mining Weekly). He kindly granted permission to publish selected 

information from the newsletter. 

Ilan quoted Rob Smith on South Africa being the largest producer of the violet-coloured sugilite gemstones, 

which are mined from strata-bound manganese deposits in the Kalahari region of the Northern Cape. The 

price of the sugilite has increased significantly over the past two years. From between $50 / kg and $100 / kg 

to between $5 000 / kg and $10 000 / kg mostly owing to increased demand from the Chinese market. Rob 

states that although sugilite is used mainly to produce jewellery, the Chinese also use it during rituals to cure 

people of diseases. 

Ilan also quoted Jean Claude Michelou ICA VP on Mozambique having several gemstone deposits of rubies, 

tourmalines, as well as varieties of beryl, such as aquamarine and green beryl. 

According to Ian Harebottle the Montepuez mine is in the exploration phase and the company is targeting 

production of about eightmillion carats of ruby and corundum in the current financial year.  

Rob Smith pointed out that there are also high-quality proven gemstone deposits of aquamarine, 

tourmalines, alexandrite, garnets and emeralds in Zimbabwe. 

He also stated that Namibia, Zambia and Mozambique also have large proven deposits of tourmaline, which, 

invested in, could provide significant financial benefits because it is high in demand. 

According to the Tanzania Ministry of Energy and Minerals the assistant commisioner Salim Salim says that 

Tanzania produced and exported coloured gemstones to the value of $50.34-millon in 2013. 

Regards 

Linda Stone 

President FOSAGAMS 


