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GEMBOREE 2018 

The next Gemboree organized by the Pretoria Gem and Mineral 

Club will be held at Groot Marico, the home of Herman Charles 

Bosman, Hannes Palm and mampoer. The venue is situated at the 

eye of the Marico River. Hannes’ neighbours, Dawid and Diana 

Reyneke, bought Hannes’ farm and we are fortunate enough to  

make use of their bedroom and camping facilities. New sites will be 

visited where agates, carnelians and chert can be found. Lots of 

minerals are to be picked up. Keep an eye on the Pretoria Club’s         
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PRETORIA GEM AND MINERAL CLUB’S 60
th 

BIRTHDAY 

Congratulations to the Pretoria Gem and Mineral Club who is celebrating their 60
th
 year of existence! May 

the coming years be one of dedication, loyalty and commitment towards our exciting hobby. 

           

      Horst Windisch delivering a speech Club members attending the 50
th

 celebrations of the club 
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SOUTHERN AFRICAN GEMS AND MINERALS 

A decision was made at the last FOSAGAMS AGM that from now onwards the magazine will be send 

electronically to the Clubs’ secretaries, who will then in turn forward it to its club members. Cherylynn 

O’Brien’s dedication and hard work can clearly be seen in this edition- something that we can all take pride 

in! 

OLIVER GREEN’S ACHIEVEMENTS  

    Oliver Green recently joined the Pretoria Gem and Mineral Club and 
accompanied us on the recent Vivo outing. It was here that we discovered 
the many talents of what appeared to be a quiet and reserved person... 
Oliver entered the Platafrica competition and did exceptionally well. He 
achieved the following: 

 In 2010 he was awarded third place for designing a futuristic jewellery 
headpiece. The top three finalists went to Japan and Platafrica arranged 
for these three to visit the top Japanese jewellery brand. 

    Oliver Green    Photo: Linda Stone 

In 2012 he obtained a first place for making a neckpiece according to the theme “ Red carpet”. 

In 2013 he walked away with another first place title for making an earpiece for the theme “Fairytales and 
Fantasies”. 

 In 2015 he was invited to take part in the Magnificent 7. The top seven jewellery designers and 
manufacturers were given the task to design and make pieces, the theme being “Indian Bridal Jewellery”. 

Again in 2016 he was invited to participate in the Platafrica competition. The theme was “Nuevo traditions: a 
modern interpretation of ancient philosophies / rituals and stories”. 

                          

   2012   2013   2015 
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From the above accomplishments it is evident that a remarkable, innovative and talented individual has 
joined in our passion and hunt for gems and minerals. 

May this only be the start of many more prize-winning pieces and objects in the future! 

 

 



SHAN SMIT AND HIS LITTLE STORY 

  A blessing of a passion, a dream come true. 

 Shan's passion for rocks, gems and minerals all started at a very young 

age, somewhere during pre-school. It all began by picking up river rocks 

and agates on the road while they were camping. Shan can remember 

always asking Jesus to one day please give him a job involving stones and 

gems. His passion grew immensely over the years. Unfortunately 

challenges arouse and he couldn't fulfill his lifelong dream of becoming a  
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geologist. Later his prayer was still being answered and he joined the Wits Gem and Mineral Club which is 4 

years ago. Since then his love for the hobby as well as his mineral collection exploded. During this time he 

met a master gem cutter, Massimo Leone, and he took Shan under his wing to teach him the art of gem 

cutting. After finishing school in 2015 Shan worked for Leone for a year until 2017 where he released Shan 

to stand on his own two feet and as a result started his own business- Oryx Gems.  Shan is ever grateful to 

God and Massimo for teaching him and being a great friend. Shan still wanted more and applied for a 

scholarship at GIA (Gemologist Institute of America) to become a graduate gemologist i.e a gem expert. He 

got the scholarship and started his first course in July 2017 on coloured stones essentials. He is currently a 

proud GIA student following his dream and passion by working with earth’s treasures.   

GEM, MINERAL AND FOSSIL SHOW 

This show organised by Sharon Flax Waddington in conjunction with the Witwatersrand Gem and Mineral 
Club was held at the Riversands Farm Village on August 6, 2017. Numerous dealers showcased their 
minerals, beads, objet d’art, facetted –and tumbled stones including from as far as from Madagascar and the 
Democratic Republic of Congo. Great support was shown by those interested and it was an excellent 
opportunity to socialize and get updated on the newest mineral trends. 
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STONES FOR SALE 

 Rob Baigent from Edenvale in Gauteng, has a selection of various semi-
precious stones which his late father collected when he was involved with the 
Witwatersrand Gem and Mineral Club in the early 1970’s. 

Those interested can contact him at 082 923 5002 / rbaig@telkomsa.net 
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 GEMOLOGY COURSES 

Paul Gian just published an epic post on free gemology courses and resources. For more information go to 
http://beyond4cs.com/free-gemology-courses-and-resources/ 

Paul can also be contacted at paulgian@beyond4cs.com  

 OBITUARIES 

It is with regret to announce that three of our 'mineral legends' have passed away since August 2016. 
FOSAGAMS’ deepest condolences for the families and loved ones. They will surely be missed and 
remembered.                                                                                                                                                                             
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Kind regards 

Linda Stone 
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