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THE FOSAGAMS NAMIBIA TOUR 2018

 Mandy Freeman (Cape Town Gem and Mineral Club) 
reports as follows:

The Fosagams Namibia 2018 Tour is done and dusted (yes, it 
seemed that we brought back equal quantities of dust to 
specimens). Starting this year in the south at the Rosh Pinah 
Geo Centre to see exquisite and varied specimens from the 
Rosh Pinah and Skorpion Mines, the convoy moved on to 
spend a few nights in the Karibib/Usakos area where the 
collecting began in earnest.   The area is known for its window 
quartz, green garnets, smokey quartz, tourmaline and 
feldspar, but being the adventurous type, we found more! 
Various interests amongst the members meant that there was 
a huge exchange of knowledge which is one of the major 
benefits of partaking in a trip like this. Next on the itinerary was 
a visit to Swakopmund to meet up with Mike Thygesen from 
Desert Gems who took us out to the Rössing Mountains.  
Apart from enjoying the splendid scenery, some high grade 
chalcedony and gem-quality rose quartz were collected, as 
well as an exciting discovery of pink Zoizite, ideal for 
cabochon work.  The Brandberg Mountains always lives up to 
expectations and rock fever had definitely set in to some of the 
party by the time we reached Uis. 

Adding to the variety of specimens already collected, we 
trolled through the tables and chopped and chipped our way 
through to quartz crystal specimens, botryoidal prehnite, 
fluorite, more tourmaline, feldspar, topaz, big garnets in 
limestone and aquamarine. We left the area to head up north 
to the copper bearing mineral belt where in a flurry of 
collecting, we found exquisite specimens of dioptase, 
malachite and chrysocolla, as well as some enticing fakes. Of 
course, this is also the area where you come to terms with the 
basics of camping, offset by stunning sunsets, starry skies, 
prickly porcupines, shredded tyres and endangered 
cheetahs, all of which you can read more about in the full 
article in the next SAGM (Fosagams' Magazine).
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  Saying goodbye to some of the group in Kamanjab, the 
convoy headed east to the mineral rich Grootfontein area 
where at Abenab and Berg Aukas we were fortunate enough 
to collect excellent descloizite and vanadanite specimens, 
returning after dark to a secret world under ultra violet. After a 
warm welcome and fascinating mine tour at Kombat Mine, and 
topping 8 000km, the adventurers set sights on Omaruru, 
home of delectable chocolate, slow roasted coffee, gemmy 
aquamarines and some startling specimens which on closer 
inspection turned out to be cleverly constructed fakes. 

Back in Windhoek waiting for our permits, we were confronted 
with the sad news that our dear colleague Ken Coleman had 
passed, and it brought back a flood of memories from the 2016 
trip – the “Duster Boys” and eating prawns at Kamp Aussicht! 

Thanks to Malcolm Jackson for organising such a magnificent 
tour! Read about the full experience, our dusty days, our 
greatest finds, and Margaret Jackson's moments in the next 
SAGM.

GEMBOREE 2019 WILL BE HELD AT……….UIS!

Next year's Gemboree will be organised by the Cape Town 
Gem and Mineral Club and will be held at Uis. Namibia has 
long been a major source of quality mineral specimens and 
has so much to offer. Worth mentioning is the unique volcanic 
rocks of the Gobosobeb area where you'll find silica rich 
rhyolites containing geodes - each one being an Aladdin's 
cave! The club has been granted permission to dig on Easter 
Saturday.  A Gemboree in Uis in Namibia may well be a small 
Gemboree, but it promises to be special one!  owever, the 
club urgently needsthe Gemboree team to indicate the 
possible attending numbers. Kindly email the club's secretary, 
Jo Wicht at  by 
October 5, 2018. 

H

Joanna.Wicht@kingsley.co.za

Kindly take note that the Gemborees can be attended only 
by members of a club affiliated to FOSAGAMS.

Gisela Hinder from the Rosh 

Pinah Geocentre explains the 

geology of the area

Collecting green garnets at 

Tubisis

All photos: Mandy Freeman

The convoy stops for lunch                                             ‘Group photo at oom Ras's 
mine in Uis
All photos: Mandy Freeman
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DOWN MEMORY LANE
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RECENTLY DESCRIBED MINERALS FROM THE KALAHARI MANGANESE FIELDS

Ludi von Bezing recently sent me a list of described minerals from the Kalahari Manganese Fields. I've 
written a summary on each mineral.  The full details can be found on the internet. 
The first group of ten minerals were published in the FOSAGAMS newsletter 3 2018. Here follows the rest of 
the minerals:

Meieranite: 

Nchwaningite: 

Olmiite: 

Orlymanite: 

Poldervaartite: 

Scottyite: 

Strontioruizite: 

Sturmanite:

Taniajacoite: 

Vonbezingite: 

Wesselsite: 

2015, Related to the nordite group of minerals, Wessels mine Hotazel, Mineralogical Magazine 79, 529 
– 535.

Named after the first occurrence in the N'Chwaning II mine, 1995, orthorhombic chain silicate 
mineral, Rocks and Minerals (Bruce Cairncross).

Named for Filippo Olmi (Italy), 2006, Silicate, N'Chwaning II mine, Kuruman, Mineralogical Magazine 71, 
193 – 291.

Named for Orlando Hammond Lyman (1903 – 1986), 1988, vein mineral in manganese ore, 
Wessels mine, Amercan Mineralogist (1990) 75: 923 – 927.

Named for Arie Poldervaart (1918 – 1964), 1992, Silicate, Wessels mine, American Mineralogist 
(1993) 78 1082 – 1087.

Named for Michael Scott (1945 - ), 2012, Wessels mine, Mineralogical Magazine 76 1281 – 1288.

2017, Mineralogical Magazine 81 1279 – 1286.

 Named after Bozidar Darko Sturman, 1983, rare sulfate mineral, Black Rock mine, The Canadian 
Mineralogist 42 723 – 729.

Jaco and Tania Janse van Nieuwenhuizen, 2015, Subclass of ruizite mineral group, N'Chwaning 
mines, CN MNC Newsletter 25  Mineralogical Magazine  79 (2015) 529.

K.Ludi von Bezing, 1991, dark blue blocky crystals, Wessels mine, New Minerals (1997) 1990 – 
1994.

Named after its discovery locality, 1994, member of the Gillespite locality, Wessels mine, Mineralogical 
Magazine 60 (5) 795 – 798N'Chwaningmyne, CN MNC Newsletter 25 Mineralogical Magazine 79 (2015) 529.

Scottyite from Kalahari 
manganese field, Northern 
Cape Province, South Africa
Photo: Mindat.org

Olmiite from N'Chwaning II 
Mine, N'Chwaning Mines, 
Kuruman, Kalahari manganese 
field, Northern Cape Province, 
South Africa  Photo: Mindat.org

Poldervaartite from Wessels 
Mine, Hotazel, Kalahari 
manganese field, Northern Cape 
Province, South Africa  
Photo: Mindat.org



Federation of Southern African Gem and Mineralogical Societies
Federasie van Suider - Afrikaanse Siersteen - en Mineralogiese Verenigings

May all of you be blessed. 
Take care!
Regards
Linda Stone

President - Linda Stone    
Vice – President -  Jannie Swart  
Secretary – Sonja Smit   
Treasurer - Marietjie van Zyl
email:  president@fosagams.co.za   
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HERITAGE MARKET

This market will be held at Carnival City from September 23 – 24, 2018. 
The trading hours will be from 10:00 – 18:00. 
Contact Sharon Flax Waddington at rocksjhb@gmail.com

Cornelia Voigt    http:// www.kalaharitreasures.com/

mailto:rocksjhb@gmail.com
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