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GEMBOREE  2014  AT KLEIN PELLA 

What an exciting fun-filled  weekend this truly has been!  

From the minute we arrived, we were taken care of in such a welcoming manner that 

made us feel right at home. The food and the quizz contributed in making this a huge 

success. 

The venue at Klein Pella was superb!  Ludi von Bezing mentioned that the venue 

reminded him of Uïs – being so unusual. 

The organization and planning was done in an excellent manner. The bookings were done 

expertly.  It was obvious that Cape Town Club went to great lengths to sellect collecting 

sites.  

 

                                  

The Gemboree team: Back row: Margaret Jackson, Annette Schram, Malcolm Jackson, 

Carol Coleman, Geni Grandi and Ken Coleman. Front row: Henri Schram and Antonia 

Grandi    Photo: Smitty Jevdjnovec  
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                  Althea Crundwell (Wits) and Claudette Denner (Wits) 

                        at the Quartz site. Photo: Linda Stone 

 

From the comments given by the Gemborites, it is obvious that they would like to return for 

the Gemboree at the same location. Well done Cape Town! 

GEMBOREE 2015 

The Gemboree will be held at Jozini and will be organized by the Natal -  and 

Pietermaritzburg Clubs. The venue will be at the Baobab Motel. Amethyst, Agates etc. can 

be collected.  Newsletters will be send out later this year by the Gemboree committee of 

the above mentioned clubs. 

FOSAGAMS TOUR 

An exciting, fun-filled tour to Namibia led by Malcolm Jackson is shortly on the way. The 

tour’s main focus will be on the Kaokaland area in the Kunene region of Namibia. It will 

start on Friday, August 8 and end on Tuesday, August 26. 

Be sure not to miss out on this adventure! It will surely be as enjoyable as those in the 

past. 

 FOSAGAMS wishes all the rockhounds tons and tons of beautiful stones. A full report on 

this tour will bepublished in the SOUTHERN AFRICAN GEMS AND MINERALS (SAGM). 

VISIT BY PAUL AND TONI FUTCHER 

 

 



                                  

                              Toni and Paul Futcher at the Wits Club meeting 

                                         Photo: Althea Crundwell 

 

Some time ago I received an email from Toni saying that they will be visiting South Africa 

during May and June. Their granddaughter will be playing in a netball tournament in the 

Johannesburg area and they want to make use of this opportunity to visit the gem and 

mineral clubs in the area. 

Paul and Toni started fossicking in the late 1960’s while living in Melbourne, Victoria. They 

decided to ditch their jobs and their house in 1974 and lived in a caravan for the next 7 

years travelling Australia with two children and one on the way. They mined Sapphires and 

travelled to very remote areas where they fossicked for gemstones such as Topaz, 

Aqaumarine, Amethyst, and Garnets. They also went to Coober Peedy and Lightning 

Ridge where they went noodling (this is what fossicking for Opal is called). When the time 

came for their children to go to school, they settled down and in 2001 Paul was involved in 

a major truck accident and was forced to retire.  It was then again when they took up their 

passion for travelling their huge country and fossicking. They travelled to an Aboriginal 

Reserve north west of Katherine in the Northern Territory where Paul got hooked on 

Prehnite. He has travelled to this area yearly for around 7 years now.Paul has been the 

President of the Caboolture Gem Club for the past 5 years teaching lapidary there. 

At the Wits Club, Paul gave the members insight on his travels and what he has found 

around  Australia. Paul had a lovely display of polished Opal, Chrysocolla (Australian 

Jade) and Prehnites. 

Graeme Hoffmann (Wits Club) invited Paul to his workshop. Graeme is keen on making 

spheres. 

Graeme took Paul to the Pretoria Gem and Mineral Club on a tour where he showed him 

around the club house. Paul remarked that the workshop is very similar to the Australian 

clubs. He sold some of his Opals, Chrysocolla and Prehnites to members of the club. 

We wish Paul and Toni well and we will looking forward to their next trip bringing tons of 

stones. 



OPEN DAY AT ROB SMITH 

Rob hosted the Open Day on Sunday, June 29. This day was attended by many people. 

Rob’s minerals, semi precious stones etc. were on sale. He also had the annual ‘gold’ rush 

with a large number of people running to stake their ‘claims’. Dealers and hobbyists sold 

their ‘brag’ items. The annual auction in aid of the SAGM were held. All the dealers 

contributed some of their items to be auctioned. Willem Vorster, the auctioneer , 

entertained the people with his fine sense of humour. The auction brought in R5010,00. 

Thanks to everybody who participated.  A word of thanks to Willem as well as Ray Biram 

who assisted at the auction. The winner of the diamand is Dora – Ann Smit, whose son 

recently joined the Wits Club.  

 

                                    

                                  Rob Smith getting the people ready for the 

                                      ‘Gold Rush’   Photo: Linda Stone 

 

 

                                    

                                     Buying fever   Photo: Linda Stone 

 

 



                                       

                                Willem Vorster auctioning the advertising space donated 

                                 by Gilbert Martin.  Photo: Linda Stone 

 

                                     

                                The youngest bidder at the auction with a purse 

                                    full of money!   Photo: Linda Stone 

 

Our sincere thanks to Rob Smith who made his house/shop available and who has always 

been very loyal to FOSAGAMS. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



LORRAINE MOLLENTZE 

 

                                                  

                                                Lorraine Mollentze  

                                               Photo: Lesley Meise     

 

Lorraine, the printer (The Printer, Barkly East) of our magazine who is present in 

everyone’s household yet nobody knows her, has taken ill and was hospitalized. We wish 

her a speedy recovery.  

TALK ON RADIO PRETORIA 

I was invited by Radio Pretoria to give a talk on FOSAGAMS. In the interview I gave an 

overview on the activities of FOSAGAMS as well as a general overview of the clubs. I took  

the Southern African Gems and Minerals magazine along and the editor was 

complimented on this publication. I also mentioned that we will be undertaking a 

FOSAGAMS tour to Namibia. They took a keen interest and invited us to give a talk after 

the Namibian tour. 

‘WEG’ MAGAZINE  

‘Weg’ has an internet magazine called ‘Weg se Werf’. They published a short article on the 

forthcoming FOSAGAMS tour to Namibia. Google  and click on ‘Weg’. Click on ‘Weg se 

Werf’. You can then click on ‘Dis nuut’ and then on the FOSAGAMS picture. 

A NEW RELEASE: FIFTY MINERALS THAT CHANGED THE COURSE OF HISTORY 

 

 

This publication filled with interesting facts about  minerals and 

man-made as well as natural materials was brought to my 

attention.  

Jessica Gwynne reviewed this book and had the following to say: 



‘When I first picked up this book, I expected it just to be about gemstones and pretty rocks. 

However, as the blurb suggests, Fifty minerals that changed the course of history uses the 

term ‘mineral’ in its loosest sense and includes a huge range of man – made as well as 

natural materials. While it does have those entries about quarts, diamond, jade and coral, 

it also includes ‘materials’ such as petroleum and asphalt, as well as a variety of metals, 

including gold, mercury, uranium and steel. 

This isn’t a book about chemistry of these minerals (Although it does go as far as including 

their chemical formulae), but that doesn’t make it any less interesting. There is a separate 

entry for each material, and they are all listed alphabetically (by Latin or Greek name). 

Each of the 50 selections describes the history of the material and its impact on 

civilisation, as well as including a variety of interesting anecdotes. 

The book is well written, in a style that is easy to read and understand, and the entries 

range from two to eight pages in length,which makes it easy to dip in and out. It is 

beautifully illustrated with photographs, pictures and diagrams, and some of the additional 

snippets of information are included in separate boxes, which add variety to the layout of 

the pages. 

Fifty minerals that changed the course of history is a thoroughly enjoyable book that will be 

appreciated by a variety of audiences. 

Author: Eric Chaline 

Apple Press 

2013 / 224pp / £12.99 

ISBN: 9781845435073 

All the information was obtained from http://www.rsc.org/chemistryworld 

http://rsc.li/CW_121308 
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MINERALS ETC FOR SALE 

                                  

                                 Quartz crystals etc.  Photo: Gerrie Klopper 

                                     

                           Amethyst, Chalcedony etc.   Photo: Gerrie Klopper 

 

Gerrie Klopper (Ermelo) is selling his father Peet’s collection. Peet lived his whole life in 

Namibia and collected mainly at Spitzkoppe, Omaruru and Brukaros mountains. Gerrie is 

selling Amethyst, Quartz crystals, Topaz, Moonstone, Aquamarine, Garnets, 

Tourmaline,Tiger’s Eye (blue and yellow) etc. He also has stones from Zimbabwe. Gerrie 

can be contacted at  082 874 4220. 

FIGURANTS ETC FOR SALE 

 

 



                                       

                                   An owl, one of the figurants   Photo: Linda Stone 

 

 

Bets Hurn (Pretoria) is selling her ‘African Jade’ figurants. She also has very nice Rose 

Quartz pieces from Kakamas as well as Mica. Bets can be contacted at 084 525 3355. 

DIAMOND SYMPOSIUM 

The Geological Society of South Africa will be presenting the Kimberley Diamond 

Symposium at the Middah Seperere Convention Centre, The Big Hole, Kimberley, 

Northern Cape from Thursday September 11 – Saturday September 13, 2014. Visit the 

website for more information:  http: //www.rca.co.za / conferences / Kimberley / index.html 

     

Regards and stay warm! 

Linda Stone 

President FOSAGAMS 

 

 

 

 


